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Batting for Africa

‘We <count on you tthe mdssage in f
London on March 16" to Gordon Brown at the pre-G20
Africa Consultation. It was attended by three Presidents, two
Prime Ministers, eight Finance Ministers, three Central Bank
Governors and the Heads of the ADB, AU Commission and
the ECA.

Gordon Brown's Africa cred
one of the few G8 countries that is sticking to its aid
promises. But with so many other priorities on the G20
agenda, and western politicians focused on domestic issues,
there is a real danger that the G20 | ead
result in more lofty rhetoric rather than time bound plans.

BULLE

Africa needs to help Brown get its message out: that it can be
part of a global stimulus plan, must have the means to
protect its people from the worst impacts of the global
meltdown, and that it needs immediate support to do both.

The elements include steps to increase the volume,
availability and accessibility of resources through the IFls;
reform of their lending criteria and practices, as well as

| governance and staffing arrangements; the establishment of

‘ a Vulnerability Fund to help countries in trouble; an initiative
to mobilize public and private sector capital for high priority
infrastructure and clean energy projects; additional
resources for trade finance; a schedule for aid
disbursements; measures to facilitate remittance flows; a
plan on international cooperation on tax havens and stolen
wealth; and acceleration of efforts to improve access to
carbon finance.

Failure to support Africa and reneging on aid pledges could
have disastrous consequences. The cost of an African
stimulus and protection plan would be relatively modest (see
chart) the benefits potentially huge. Anything less would

well, just not cricke
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Daily Nation (Kenya)

News Overview

Marc Ravalomanana resigned as president of Madagascar
on Tuesday afternoona s t he
with the opposition leader Andry Rajoelina. An army
spokesperson confirmed that while power currently rests
with the country’s mo&dmira
Appolite Ramaroson Rarison, a handover to Mr Rajoelina
was likely. The fierce power struggle on the Indian Ocean
Island has left at least 150 people dead since January.

On Monday 16 March, more than 20 African leaders and
ministers met British Prime Minister Gordon Brown in
London to present a joint African position on their concerns
and policy priorities regarding the global economic crisis.
This meeting comes two weeks before the G20 summit that
PM Brown will host on April 2. The PM is expected to
transmit their message to the G20, which will examine how
to restart the stalled world economy and reform global
financial institutions.

A car-truck crash injured Zimbabwe Prime Minister, Morgan
Tsvangirai_and killed his wife on 6 March. The incident
occurs just weeks after the start of a power-sharing
agreement between Tsvangirai and his political rival,
President Robert Mugabe. Movement for Democratic
Change official Roy Bennett was released on bail by order of
the Supreme Court after almost a month in jail. Bennett,
who was set to become deputy agriculture minister in the
unity government was arrested on 13 February and charged
with plotting terrorism.

Sudan has expelled 13 large foreign aid agencies mostly
from Darfur and president Omar al-Bashir said he wants all
international aid groups out of the country within a year. He
accuses them of spying for the International Criminal Court,
which has issued an arrest warrant against him for alleged
war crimes in Darfur. Three foreign aid workers from the
Medical Charity (MSF) kidnapped in Darfur have been
released. The hostages were released on Saturday, four
days after they were seized by an armed gang protesting
against the arrest warrant.

Pope Benedict XVI embarks on his first trip to Africa. Home
tooneofthewor | d’ s
estimated at more than 158 million, Africa is said to be the
continent where the Roman Catholic faith is flourishing but
also facing some of its greatest challenges. During his six-
day trip, t he Pope wildl
promoting democracy and social justice as well as tensions
in Africa between Cathol
fast-growing Pentecostal population.
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Quote

OThe current crisis
development in recent history ... sof ar ,
unnerving situation has been muted V4

poses t
Africa

Jakaya Kikwete, President of the United Republic of Tanzania at the IMF Conference-
“Changes: Successful Partnerships fo

On the blogs

GEG Blog: A Trade for the G-20: The MDGs and Deficits in
Global Governance, 9 March 2009
Eveline Herfkens, the Secretary-Gener al s
Coordinator for the MDG Campaign at the UN lays out an
agenda for G20 leaders to address developing country
needs in global trade governance.

Shanta Devarajan's Blog, World Bank: A fiscal stimulus for
Africa? 9 March 2009

Shantayanan Devarajan, Chief Economist of the World
Bank’s Africa Region ask
introduce a ins lghet | of recént
developments, and given that the US, Western Europe
and China are all considering a major fiscal expansion (of
the order of trillions of dollars), th e answe
depends.”

Reuters Blog: How long could it take for Sudan's Bashir to
get arrested?

Reed Stevenson, a journalist at Reuters, analyzes how

l ong it coul d t ak egetfagested S
citing evidence from the cases against Slobodan
Milosevic of Yugoslavia and Charles Taylor of Liberia.

APP Activities

On Monday 9 March, Bob Geldof called on governments to
"hold their nerve" in fighting world poverty in the midst of

a global financial crisis while delivering a speech at an
event hosted by the Department for International
Development (DFID) to investigate the impact of the
economic downturn on the world's poor ¢ Kofi Annan,
Linah Mohohlo, Peter Eigen and Bob Geldof participated
in a two-day conference: “_Kanges: Successful Partnerships
for Africa’'s”"GiowtDlar Ceal ,IS
to discuss the Aficanc onti nent ' s r es|
financial crisis ¢ On Monday 16 March, Linah Mohohlo
participated in a consultative meeting of African leaders
with the G-20 hosts in London, discussing ways to tackle
the current crisis. Earlier that morning, the APP arranged
an editorial meeting at the Financial Times for her, Trevor
Manuel, SA’ s Fi nan Donald Mdberukasof ¢
the ADB
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Aid Pledges, Real ODA and Stimulus Packages.

US$ 2.74 trillion

US$ 259.2 billion

US$ 103.7 billion

C G, Us$ 27.5 billion
EC &6 & e
Global total of national  Total i by  Total ODA OECD Total ODA OECD to
stimulus packages OECD member states member states (2007) Sub-Saharan Africa
(4.64 % of global GDP) (0.7% of GNI) (0.28% GNI) (2007)

Excluding bilateral
debt relief
Source: OECD Source: OECD.

Source: ILO Global Survey Source: OECD
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[Multilateral Organizations
AfDB

At the World Water Forum being held in Istanbul, the African
Development Bank is acting as the Regional Coordinator for Africa

The AfDB Group has set out measures to provide concrete support
to institutions and projects in Africa to help mitigate the impact of
the prevailing financial crisis in its regional member countries

The World Bank announced that it will provide up to USS$1.2 billion
lin interest-free loans to Ghana over the next three years

IMF
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|in_a new report entitled: dThe Impact of the Global Financial Crisis
on_Sub-Saharan Africa,é which was released 9 March in Dar es
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At the same conference, the IMF and its African partners signed a
"Joint Declaration" proposing specific measures to overcome the
Iglobal economic crisis

IMF pledges to help Africa get through the global economic crisis by
providing extra funding and technical assistance, and offered to be
the voice of Africaaty SEG Y2V i KQ& Dun
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United Nations Peacekeepers take over from European force in
Chad, Central African Republic

The United Nations anti-crime agency and the African Union
llaunched a joint initiative to support an African plan to fight
burgeoning traffic in illicit drugs and related criminal activity on the
continent over the next five years

Opinions

The Guardian (UK): A Message from Africa, 16 March 2009
Former Secretary General of the United Nations and
Chairperson of the Africa Progress Panel, Kofi Annan, said
that failure to support t
could have disastrous consequences. Success in doing so
could contribute to global recovery.

Daily Nation (Kenya): Africans told to stop the Blame Game,

10 March 2009

While addressing a news conference in Addis Ababa last
Monday, former Botswana President Festus Moage said
“Africans needed to move
responsibility for some o

Pambazuka News: China keeps it going, 13 March 2009
Researchers Stephen Marks and Sanusha Naidu (Fahamu
China in Africa Project) argue that continuing Chinese
investment in Africa may see the continent through the
worst of the global economic crisis. However, the greater
China’s rol e becomggovernméns
to make the relationship work both ways.

Business Daily (Kenya): Africa should craft how to attract

assistance, 13 March 2009

A professor at Murdoch University (Australia) Sam Makinda
argues that it is the responsibility of African states to design
strategies through which they could benefit from the
stimulus packages, which the USA and other developed
countries are rolling out.

Financial Times (UK): Let fairness triumph over corporate
profit, 16 March 2009

South Africa’s Mi ningetaeuesfar
a shared vision of a different global economic order - a
model that builds on the dynamic impetus of market forces
while taming the influence of power and self-interest.

Africa Renewal: Africa- Catching up with the world, 9 March
2009

Writer for UN Africa Renewal, Michael Fleschman argues
that regional integration and cost sharing is the way to
overcome Africa’'s crippli
joining forces (and budgets), noneoft he cont i
is able to muster sufficient funds for the large-scale projects
needed.

The Economist (UK): US Africa Policy - Don't Expect a
Revolution, 12 March 2009

The Economist argues that Barack Obama may turn out to
differ little from George Bush in his approach to Africa, given
current budget constraints and government priorities.

—

G20 Update

JAPAN- The Government of Japan has decided to
provide a Japanese ODA loan of up to ¥2 billion to the
Government of the United Republic of Tanzania as the
& { A Iovery Reduction Support Credité

CANADA- Beverly Oda, Minister of International
Cooperation said the Government of Canada will be
investing $22.3 million to support vocational training
initiatives in African countries, as part of the Canadian

International Development Agency's  "Skills _ for
Employment Initiative"
USA- USAID and Overseas Private _Investment

Corporation (OPIC) launched a new initiative to provide
technical _assistance to small-and _medium-sized
enterprises in sub-Saharan Africa.

AUSTRALIA- The Governor-General, Ms Quentin Bryce is
visiting nine African countries between Monday 16
March and Friday 3 April, emphasizing Australia's
growing engagement with Africa
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Calendar

2-27 Mar 10" Session Human Rights Council,
Geneva, Switzerland

16-20 Mar 5 Ordinary Session of the African Union
Ministers of Trade, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

16-22 Mar 5" World Water Forum: “Bridging Divides
for Water.” | stanb!

21 Mar International Day of the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination

22 Mar World Water Day

24 Mar 2" Annual African Finance Conference:

“Global Financial Regulation: The Fallout
from the Financial Crisis, ” Ch a
House. London

For more information, contact:

Michael Keating

Director, Africa Progress Panel

9-11 rue de Varembé, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland
Tel + 4122919 7520; E:
Info@africaprogresspanel.org



http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2009/mar/16/kofi-annan-africa-recession/print
http://www.nation.co.ke/News/africa/-/1066/544224/-/13qmetez/-/
http://www.nation.co.ke/News/africa/-/1066/544224/-/13qmetez/-/
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/africa_china/54830/print
http://www.bdafrica.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=13408&Itemid=5848
http://www.bdafrica.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=13408&Itemid=5848
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/511509fc-1274-11de-b816-0000779fd2ac,dwp_uuid=73adc504-2ffa-11da-ba9f-00000e2511c8,print=yes.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/511509fc-1274-11de-b816-0000779fd2ac,dwp_uuid=73adc504-2ffa-11da-ba9f-00000e2511c8,print=yes.html
http://en.afrik.com/article15398.html
http://en.afrik.com/article15398.html
http://www.economist.com/world/unitedstates/displaystory.cfm?story_id=13279006
http://www.economist.com/world/unitedstates/displaystory.cfm?story_id=13279006
http://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/announce/2009/3/1188911_1130.html
http://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/announce/2009/3/1188911_1130.html
http://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/announce/2009/3/1188911_1130.html
http://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/announce/2009/3/1188911_1130.html
http://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/announce/2009/3/1188911_1130.html
http://acdi-cida.gc.ca/CIDAWEB/acdicida.nsf/En/NAT-3691851-JSU
http://acdi-cida.gc.ca/CIDAWEB/acdicida.nsf/En/NAT-3691851-JSU
http://acdi-cida.gc.ca/CIDAWEB/acdicida.nsf/En/NAT-3691851-JSU
http://acdi-cida.gc.ca/CIDAWEB/acdicida.nsf/En/NAT-3691851-JSU
http://acdi-cida.gc.ca/CIDAWEB/acdicida.nsf/En/NAT-3691851-JSU
http://acdi-cida.gc.ca/CIDAWEB/acdicida.nsf/En/NAT-3691851-JSU
http://www.usaid.gov/press/releases/2009/pr090306.html
http://www.usaid.gov/press/releases/2009/pr090306.html
http://www.usaid.gov/press/releases/2009/pr090306.html
http://www.usaid.gov/press/releases/2009/pr090306.html
http://www.gg.gov.au/governorgeneral/news.php?action=view&id=293
http://www.gg.gov.au/governorgeneral/news.php?action=view&id=293
http://www.gg.gov.au/governorgeneral/news.php?action=view&id=293
http://www.gg.gov.au/governorgeneral/news.php?action=view&id=293
http://www.g20.org/Documents/2009_communique_horsham_uk.pdf
http://www.g20.org/Documents/2009_communique_horsham_uk.pdf
http://www.g20.org/Documents/2009_communique_horsham_uk.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-events/article/afdb-and-world-water-forum-istanbul-16-to-22-march-2009-4396/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-events/article/afdb-and-world-water-forum-istanbul-16-to-22-march-2009-4396/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-events/article/afdb-sets-out-mechanism-to-mitigate-financial-crisis-impact-4378/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-events/article/afdb-sets-out-mechanism-to-mitigate-financial-crisis-impact-4378/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-events/article/afdb-sets-out-mechanism-to-mitigate-financial-crisis-impact-4378/
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:22091676~menuPK:34463~pagePK:34370~piPK:34424~theSitePK:4607,00.html
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:22091676~menuPK:34463~pagePK:34370~piPK:34424~theSitePK:4607,00.html
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:22098564~menuPK:34463~pagePK:34370~piPK:34424~theSitePK:4607,00.html
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:22098564~menuPK:34463~pagePK:34370~piPK:34424~theSitePK:4607,00.html
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2009/pr0969.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2009/pr0969.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2009/pr0969.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2009/pr0969.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2009/pr0969.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2009/pr0969.htm
http://www.changes-challenges.org/story/joint-declaration
http://www.changes-challenges.org/story/joint-declaration
http://www.changes-challenges.org/story/joint-declaration
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/survey/so/2009/new031009a.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/survey/so/2009/new031009a.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/survey/so/2009/new031009a.htm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30187&Cr=minurcat&Cr1=
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30187&Cr=minurcat&Cr1=
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30174&Cr=unodc&Cr1=
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30174&Cr=unodc&Cr1=
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30174&Cr=unodc&Cr1=
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30174&Cr=unodc&Cr1=
mailto:Info@africaprogresspanel.org
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/global_financial_regulation/
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/global_financial_regulation/
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/global_financial_regulation/

